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2025 FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

THURSDAY 3 APRIL  
04 19:15 Feature Corner: The Commandant’s Shadow + Q&A 

 
FRIDAY 4 APRIL 
05 09:30 Gifts 

06-08 10:20 Experimental, Musical, Microshorts 

09 11:20 End of Innocence 

 12:25 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

10 14:00 Lost In The Woods 

11 15:00 Moving On 

12 16:00 Love Is In The Air 

 16:45 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

13-14 19:20 Escapes? Followed by Filmmaker Q&A 

 
SATURDAY 5 APRIL 
15 09:45 The Power Of Music 

16 11:00 Struggles 

 12:15 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Morning Blocks 

17 14:00 Trips 

18 15:20 Unusual Encounters 

 16:35 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Afternoon Blocks 

 
SUNDAY 6 APRIL 
19-20 14:00 Documentaries  

 16:00 Filmmaker Q&A Panel for Documentaries 

 
ONLINE BLOCKS  (7-12 APRIL) 

21  Animated! 

22  Children’s Corner 

23  International Drama 

24  Life and Death 

25  Sci-Fi 

 

FESTIVAL INFORMATION 
26  About the Festival 

27-30  Award Judges and Nominees 

31  Venue Map 

32-33  Things To Do and Accommodation Information 
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    Oxford Shorts 2025 
 



 

In terms of established filmmakers, we are excited to be showcasing 

the "wonderful" Best Animated short from this year's BAFTAs 

'Wander To Wonder', alongside a number of this year's Academy 

Award Short Film Nominees. We have also gone beyond shorts this 

year for the first time to include a 'Feature Corner' screening. The 

feature we will play is the documentary 'The Commandant's Shadow' 

which will be followed up by a Q&A with the filmmakers. 

 

The other change this year is holding dedicated filmmaker panels 

for the morning, afternoon or evening screenings. This allows 

filmmakers an opportunity to talk more about the making of their 

films and for the audience to ask questions. Being a hybrid festival, 

the films will also be available to watch online for a short time after 

the live screenings (there is always something you miss), plus there 

will be several wonderful and exciting new blocks to watch. If you 

are a film lover, we hope you will find something you love in our 

diverse line-up of films.                                                        

                                                    Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director) 
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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2025 
 

Welcome to our sixth edition. It's a painful start to the new year for 

me as I sit here typing this with several broken toes (don’t ask!). The 

show must go on however, but if this year seems a bit quirkier than 

usual - it may well be down to this! We have returned to our original 

"Spring roots" during the Easter Vacation at St John's College, 

although it feels like only yesterday when we held the 2024 festival. 

 

What treats do we have lined up for you this time? We have just 

under 100 short films. For sure, the animators are coming! Over 20% 

of this year's selections are animated short films. It's also great to see 

that we continue to have an almost 50/50 split between UK and 

International entries this year as well, the international entries 

coming from over 20 different countries around the world. Aside from 

supporting local filmmakers, we also continue to promote as many 

new voices as possible. Just under 40% of our entries this year come 

from first time or student filmmakers. 
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three onsite venues, with over 90 films being 

played. Our line-up included the 2019 BAFTA-

award winning animation Roughhouse by 

Jonathan Hodgson and a special interview 

with Academy Award-winning visual effects 

supervisor Paul J. Franklin (Oscar wins for 

Inception and Interstellar). 

 

The pandemic forced the festival online for 

2020. We played 135 entries over eleven weeks 

from 8 May to 23 July. Each week, we held live 

Q&A chats with filmmakers, and ran a number  

 
About The Festival 
 

Oxford Shorts celebrates the diversity and 

creativity of short films. We believe short films are 

an art form in themselves, ideally one which 

should be experienced together. We look for great 

stories with strong characters, unique voices, or 

evocative worlds that are designed to stir 

emotions. 

 

Our inaugural festival ran on Saturday 23rd March 

2019 at St John’s College, Oxford. Tickets to the 

event sold out extremely quickly. The day 

attracted over 200 audience members across 
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of talks and masterclasses with our 

friends and sponsors. Since 2021 we have 

become a hybrid festival running both live 

screenings and online. In 2023, we 

rebranded from ‘Oxford International 

Short Film Festival’ to ‘Oxford Shorts’.  

 

 

2025 marks our sixth edition where we will 

play 97 new short films and for the first 

time, also include one full length feature 

film. 
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The Judges 
 

OLIVIA CHAPPELL 
 
A founder of Oxford Shorts, Olivia is an actor and voice artist. She has built a 
varied career across film, tv, theatre, commercials, musicals, comedy and 
more. Recent credits include: Liaison for Apple TV and understudying Lily 
James in Lyonesse in the West End.  
 
A skilled voice artist, Olivia voiced numerous characters in the highly 
acclaimed computer game, Baldur’s Gate 3. She’s also voiced campaigns for 
brands such as British Airways, Pearl Vision, and animations for Netflix and 
Nickelodeon.  
 
Behind the camera, Olivia has produced a number of music videos and the 
BAFTA long-listed short film, Driftwood. 
 
 
HARRY MACQUEEN 
 
Harry is an actor and filmmaker from Leicester. In 2015 he wrote, directed, 
produced and starred in the micro-budget Hinterland, released by Curzon 
Cinemas. It was nominated for several awards including ‘Best Debut Film’ at 
the Beijing International Film Festival. 
 
His second feature as a writer/director, Supernova, starred Colin Firth and 
Stanley Tucci. It was produced by Emily Morgan and Tristan Goligher with 
backing from BBC, BFI and Studio Canal. It was shortlisted for two BAFTA 
Awards including ‘Outstanding British Film’ and ‘Best Film’ at the European 
Film Awards. 
 
He was the 2018 recipient of the Welcome Trust Broadcast Award and a 2024 
recipient of the Derek Jarman Residency as chosen by Tilda Swinton and 
Tacita Dean. 

 
 
LAURA COQUEREAU 
 
Fluent in four languages, Laura works in television production, spending her 
time between documentaries (both observational and retrospective) and 
current affairs. She specialises in content that requires working with sensitive 
contributors, being embedded within institutions and/or gaining access to 
high profile figures. Recently, Laura was Story Producer on a series for Falwell 
73 Productions. 
  
Documentaries include: The Boys from Brazil: Rise of the Bolsonaros (BBC); 
Julia Bradbury: Breast Cancer and Me (ITV); and Current Affairs BAFTA Winner, 
Fearless: The Women Fighting Putin. 
 
 
LORENZO LEVRINI 
 
Lorenzo is a Director of Photography based in London. He shot ‘Amanda’ for 
director Carolina Cavalli, which premiered at Venice Film Festival & Toronto 
International Film Festival to rave reviews. 
 
Lorenzo also shot BIFA-longlisted feature Sorority starring Kate Dickie. Other 
credits include the drama portions of BAFTA-winning documentary, Gun No.6, 
as well as feature films Redcon-1, An Enemy Within and Forever Now. 
 
 
LUCY MITCHELL 
 
Lucy began her career as a runner at Envy Post Production, learnt on the job, 
working her way up to Senior Sound Editor. Now freelance, she covers all 
areas of audio post, specialising in Dialogue and ADR editing. 
 
Credits include: The Jetty, Boiling Point, Death in Paradise, Eastenders, The 
First Lady and Derry Girls. Recently, her dialogue work was nominated on 
BBC's Dodger for "Excellence in Audio Post Production (Scripted)" at the 
Broadcast Tech Awards. Lucy writes for Protools Expert, is a panellist for The 
Media Production Show, and has judged awards for RTS, Broadcast Tech and 
BAFTA TV.  
 
Lucy runs LJ Studios, from her purpose-built, full-service audio post facility in 
her garden. 
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2025 Award Nominees 
 
 
 
Best Film 
 

• Elsewhere 
• Francie 
• Hamdardi 
• LUKi & The Lights 
• Wander To Wonder 

 
 
Best Director 
 

• Anne Thorens    Elsewhere 
• Ashley Tabatabai,    Hamdardi 

Stefan Fairlamb 
• Carter M. Stewart  Lyrical 
• Rebecca Rose    The Removed 
• Zoë Ellender   Francie 

 
Best Actor 
 

• Aaron Carnahan   Ever There 
• AJ Dyer     Lyrical 
• Edwin Flay    The Carrot 
• James Doran   Music To Die For 
• Tom Glenister   Foxhole 

 
Best Actress 
 

• Aimée Cassettari  Francie 
• Estelle Bridet    Elsewhere 
• Georgie Glen    The Removed 
• Name Önal   Chicken Broth Soup 

• Suzanna Hamilton  175 
 
Best Young Performer 
 

• Alejandro Carrillo  The Black Dune 
• Cassandre Helfer  Elsewhere 
• Chloe Dong    The Silent Canary 
• Diya Bisht   Ballad Of The Mountain 
• Rory Galvin    Tanner’s Field 

 
Best Early Career Filmmaker 
 

• Barbara Wiltshire Book Club 
• Dominika Tarinová Darkness All Around 
• Magda Adamowicz  All I Want Today 
• Martha Crow   Badger 
• Megan Lyons   Until Today 
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Best Cinematography 
 

• Elsewhere 
• Francie 
• Hamdardi 
• The Black Dune 
• Winter Song 

 
Best Editing 
 

• Badger 
• Foxhole 
• Nervous Ellie 
• OCD & Chips 
• Skelter 

 
Best Music/Score 
 

• Ever There 
• Hamdardi 
• Lay Me Down (HMLTD) 
• LUKi & The Lights 

• Winter Song 
 

Best Script 
 

• All I Want Today 
• Lyrical 
• OCD & Chips 
• Roger 
• The Overlook 

 
Best Sound 
 

• Elsewhere 
• Foxhole 
• Francie 

• Hamdardi 
• The Car that came back from the Sea 

 
Best Animation  
 

• Beautiful Men 
• Hot Mess 
• LUKi & the Lights 
• Wander To Wonder 
• Yuck! 

 
Best Comedy 
 

• Book Club 
• STI: Sexually Transmitted Introductions 
• Studs 
• The Carrot 
• The Stroll 
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Best Documentary 
 

• Amu Darya: River To A Missing Sea 
• Darkness All Around 
• Milking The Dog 
• Nostos 
• Running Away To The Circus 

 
Best Drama 
 

• Ballad Of The Mountain 
• Chicken Broth Soup 
• Foxhole 
• The Silent Canary 
• Until Today 

 
Best Experimental/Microshort 
 

• Cry Like A Guy 
• Dear Child II 
• Finding Hope 
• OCD & Chips 
• Uh Oh 

 
Best Horror/Thriller 
 

• Badger 
• Ever There 
• Grotto 
• Nibbling Of The Night 
• Pretty Bonnets 

 
Best Local Film 
 

• Amu Darya: River to a Missing Sea 
• Can You Fight Fires and Diabetes At The Same Time? 
• Rock-a-Bye 
• Skelter 
• Wall Cries 

 
Best Science Fiction/Fantasy 
 

• EXIMO 
• I Made The Time Machine 
• Lapso 
• The End Was Just The Beginning 
• While Some Must Sleep 

 
 

Additional Awards TBC at Awards Night 
 

Best Online Film 
 

Festival Team Award 
 
Green Prize 

 
Honorable Mentions 
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 The festival registration desk is on the Auditorium entrance. It will be open at 10:00am each day. Please make sure you collect your wrist band before 

you enter the screening venue.  If anyone has mobility considerations, please let us know in advance so we can advise/help. Please note the 

Auditorium can be tricky to find. Please follow the signage on the day and we strongly recommend you look at our online video tour in advance: 

https://youtu.be/DSKYsVeGCRc     

Please note: No food or drink can be taken into the screening venues 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

MAP OF ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
 

Please enter the venue via the FRONT LODGE on St Giles Street (post code:  OX1 3JP)  

For additional information please visit the following page: https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/discover/visit-us  
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 Museums 

• Natural History Museum and Pitt Rivers Museum – Explore these famous museums and their collection of historical artefacts  

https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/  and  https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/ 

• Ashmolean Museum – Visit the Ashmolean to relish at it’s collection of historical pieces spanning hundreds of years and from all over the 

world https://www.ashmolean.org/  

 

Sights of Interest 

• Bodleian Library – Visit the World-famous Bodleian library which houses over 12 million items and is the 2nd largest library in Britain. 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/  

• Bridge of sighs – The Bridge of Sighs is one of Oxford’s most recognisable landmarks 

• Oxford Castle and Prison – Explore 1000 years of Oxford within these old buildings https://www.oxfordcastleandprison.co.uk/ 

• University of Oxford – The main reason to visit Oxford, take in as many colleges as you like as you visit the city 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/visiting-the-colleges?wssl=1  

• Oxford University Parks – Take some  time and explore the University parks for free and revel in the peace and quiet they hold 

https://www.parks.ox.ac.uk/article/1   

 

Shopping  

• Westgate shopping centre – If shopping is your thing, check out the latest shopping centre in the heart of Oxford boasting over 100 shops, 

restaurants and cinema https://westgateoxford.co.uk/  

• The Oxford Covered Market – The Market has been open since 1774 and is the perfect place to explore the various stores http://oxford-

coveredmarket.co.uk/  

 

Fun Activities  

• Oxford Ghost Tour – Take a tour around the spooky parts of Oxford in the city’s own historical ghost tour 

https://www.oxfordghosttours.com/  

• Thirsty Meeples – If board games are your thing, you should check out Thirsty Meeples, the board game café in the heart of the city centre, 

be sure to book though! https://thirstymeeples.co.uk/  

• Oxford Ice Rink – If you fancy a spin in the ice, take a trip to the Ice Rink and glide round the rink https://www.fusion-

lifestyle.com/centres/oxford-ice-rink/  

• Punting – Take a trip on the world famous Oxford Punts and take a trip up the River Thames http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO DO IN OXFORD 
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University Rooms (for an authentic ‘Oxford’ experience): 
There are over 40 University Colleges in the city. The most cost-effective alternative to staying at St John’s College is to stay at one of the 
other colleges located nearby. The nearest colleges to the festival are neighbours Balliol, Trinity, Keble or Wadham – all of which are lovely 
and would offer an authentic Oxford experience. If you don’t mind walking around the city there are also plenty of alternatives also. To 
book a room at another college visit the  University Rooms website at: 
https://www.universityrooms.com/en-GB/city/oxford/home/ 
 

Travelodge (located on the outskirts of the city): 
There are two Travelodge hotels either side of Oxford which come with car parking  Both of these options are conveniently located by the 
regular Park and Ride service which will shuttle you in to the city every 15-20minutes. We recommend to avoid parking anywhere near the 
city centre as the city is old and parking is extremely limited and very expensive! 
https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/60/Oxford-Peartree-hotel   
https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/599/Oxford-Abingdon-Road-hotel 
 
For those on a budget: 
For those looking for a more budget-friendly option, there are not that many options aside from the University Rooms and 
Travelodge options. One other option to consider is the Easy Hotel (located in a quieter location on the city outskirts – you 
will probably want to bus down the road to the venue unless you don’t mind taking a 30-40 minute stroll):      
https://www.easyhotel.com/hotels/united-kingdom/oxford/oxford 
 
Elsewhere in the city – boutique and luxury options: 
There are a number of boutique hotels located close to the venue. If money is no object and you would like to treat yourself 
– here are some hotels to consider:      https://www.booking.com/city/gb/oxford.html 
 
The nearest is the world famous Randolph hotel (as featured in many Inspector Morse episodes), but there are also plenty of 
other lovely alternatives such as The Old Bank or The Old Parsonage (conveniently located just down the road from the 
festival venue). More recently a new hotel called The Store has just opened down the road which offers lovely roof-top views 
– but this is on the luxury side. You can even stay in Oxford’s old prison (Malmaison). 
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 ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
 

ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
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