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2024 FESTIVAL OVERVIEW 

FILM SCREENING BLOCKS 

 
THURSDAY 29 AUGUST 

 

10:30  Barriers 

12:00  Personal Stories 

14:30  Struggles 

16:30  Female Voices 

18:30  Memories 

20:00  Local Connections 

 
FRIDAY 30 AUGUST 

 
10:30  Lucky Dip: Experimental, Music, Robots! 

12:00  Growing Pains 

14:00  Not All Heroes Wear Capes 

16:00  Outside The Comfort Zone 

18:00  Intense! 

20:00  Dark Treats 

 
SATURDAY 31 AUGUST 

 

10:30  Isolated 

14:00  Be Careful What You Wish For 

16:00  Romance Is Dead? 

20:00  Awards 

 

ONLINE (2-8 September) 
 

Animals 

  Artistic Struggles 

  New Voices 

  Sea Tales 

 

OTHER FESTIVAL INFORMATION 
 

25  About the Festival 

26-29  Award Judges and Nominees 

30-31  Venue Map and Things To Do 
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2024 represents our most diverse programme yet. We are especially 

pleased to say that over half the films this year are international 

and 46% of this year's entries were directed by women. 37% of our 

entries come from first-time, student or younger filmmakers. It's 

also lovely to see so many former alumni in this year's mix. We are 

also thrilled to be supporting films from emerging local talent. Part 

of the joy of short films is the variety they represent. Some films 

will land, some do not, some will make you think beyond the 

screenings. We hope there is something for everyone this year. 

Enjoy the line-up! 
                                                        

                                                    Andrew Carslaw (Festival Director) 
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Welcome to Oxford Shorts 2024 
 

 

Welcome to our fifth edition! Like before, we are back in the beautiful 

surroundings of St John's College. We have made some minor 

adjustments from last year. This year, the filmmakers will be the 

stars! There will be no workshops or talks, but we have allowed time 

after screenings for filmmaker Q&As. We will be screening films in a 

single venue to simplify everything for the audience. All screenings 

begin in the auditorium at 10:30am. 

 

The 2024 line-up features over 120 films showcased across 19 blocks. 

15 of these blocks will screen at St John's College with an additional 4 

blocks playing exclusively online. We encourage you all to watch the 

online blocks once they are made available between 2-8 September, 

and to attend the online Q&A sessions on Saturday 7th September. 



         



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



        



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

members across three onsite venues, 

with over 90 films being played. Our 

line-up included the 2019 BAFTA-award 

winning animation Roughhouse by 

Jonathan Hodgson and a special 

interview with Academy Award-winning 

visual effects supervisor Paul J. 

Franklin (Oscar wins for Inception and 

Interstellar). 

 

The pandemic forced the festival online 

for 2020. We played 135 entries over 

eleven weeks from 8 May to 23 July. 

Each week, we held live Q&A chats with 

filmmakers, and ran a number of talks 

About The 
Festival 
 

Oxford Shorts celebrates the diversity and 

creativity of short films. We believe short 

films are an art form in themselves, ideally 

one which should be experienced together. 

We look for great stories with strong 

characters, unique voices, or evocative 

worlds that are designed to stir emotions. 

 

Our inaugural festival ran on Saturday 23rd 

March 2019 at St John’s College, Oxford. 

Tickets to the event sold out extremely 

quickly. The day attracted over 200 audience  
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and masterclasses with our friends and 

sponsors. 

 

For 2021, we built upon these different 

festival experiences by running online 

and in-person screenings.  

 

In 2023, we rebranded from Oxford 

International Short Film Festival to 

Oxford shorts and hosted over 100 short 

film entries, talks and workshops. 

 

2024 marks our fifth edition where we will 

screen over 100 films live and online.  



–

The Judges 
 

OLIVIA CHAPPELL 
 
A founder of Oxford Shorts, Olivia is an actor and voice artist. She has built a 
varied career across film, tv, theatre, commercials, musicals, comedy and 
more. Recent credits include: Liaison for Apple TV and understudying Lily 
James in Lyonesse in the West End.  
 
A skilled voice artist, Olivia voiced numerous characters in the highly 
acclaimed computer game, Baldur’s Gate 3. She’s also voiced campaigns for 
brands such as British Airways, Pearl Vision, and animations for Netflix and 
Nickelodeon.  
 
Behind the camera, Olivia has produced a number of music videos and the 
BAFTA long-listed short film, Driftwood. 
 
 
HARRY MACQUEEN 
 
Harry is an actor and filmmaker from Leicester. In 2015 he wrote, directed, 
produced and starred in the micro-budget Hinterland, released by Curzon 
Cinemas. It was nominated for several awards including ‘Best Debut Film’ at 
the Beijing International Film Festival. 
 
His second feature as a writer/director, Supernova, starred Colin Firth and 
Stanley Tucci. It was produced by Emily Morgan and Tristan Goligher with 
backing from BBC, BFI and Studio Canal. It was shortlisted for two BAFTA 
Awards including ‘Outstanding British Film’ and ‘Best Film’ at the European 
Film Awards. 
 
He was the 2018 recipient of the Welcome Trust Broadcast Award and a 2024 
recipient of the Derek Jarman Residency as chosen by Tilda Swinton and 
Tacita Dean. 

 
 
LAURA COQUEREAU 
 
Fluent in four languages, Laura works in television production, spending her 
time between documentaries (both observational and retrospective) and 
current affairs. She specialises in content that requires working with sensitive 
contributors, being embedded within institutions and/or gaining access to 
high profile figures. Recently, Laura was Story Producer on a series for Falwell 
73 Productions. 
  
Documentaries include: The Boys from Brazil: Rise of the Bolsonaros (BBC); 
Julia Bradbury: Breast Cancer and Me (ITV); and Current Affairs BAFTA Winner, 
Fearless: The Women Fighting Putin. 
 
 
LORENZO LEVRINI 
 
Lorenzo is a Director of Photography based in London. He shot ‘Amanda’ for 
director Carolina Cavalli, which premiered at Venice Film Festival & Toronto 
International Film Festival to rave reviews. 
 
Lorenzo also shot BIFA-longlisted feature Sorority starring Kate Dickie. Other 
credits include the drama portions of BAFTA-winning documentary, Gun No.6, 
as well as feature films Redcon-1, An Enemy Within and Forever Now. 
 
 
LUCY MITCHELL 
 
Lucy began her career as a runner at Envy Post Production, learnt on the job, 
working her way up to Senior Sound Editor. Now freelance, she covers all 
areas of audio post, specialising in Dialogue and ADR editing. 
 
Credits include: The Jetty, Boiling Point, Death in Paradise, Eastenders, The 
First Lady and Derry Girls. Recently, her dialogue work was nominated on 
BBC's Dodger for "Excellence in Audio Post Production (Scripted)" at the 
Broadcast Tech Awards. Lucy writes for Protools Expert, is a panellist for The 
Media Production Show, and has judged awards for RTS, Broadcast Tech and 
BAFTA TV.  
 
Lucy runs LJ Studios, from her purpose-built, full-service audio post facility in 
her garden. 
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2024 Award Nominees 
 
Best Film 
 

• George 
• I Promise You Paradise 
• Isla Soledad 
• Sister Wives 
• Travel Socks 

 
 
Best Documentary 
 

• Cranes And Ships 
• Duckworthy 
• Stud Country 
• Unstoppable Beat 
• Working Classical Heroes 

 
 
Best Director 
 

• Debbie Howard    Safe 
• Gregg Chilingirian   George 
• Louisa Connolly-Burnham  Sister Wives 
• Margo Roe    Monitor 
• Omar Deneb Juárez   Isla Soledad 

 
Best Actor 
 

• Jake Hart    Big George 

• Keith David    Don't Pick Up 
• Meysam Mojaveri   Blood Snow 
• Richard Glover    Bully 
• Sten Ljunggren    Sunday Roast 

 
Best Actress 
 

• Alice Mann    Travel Socks 
• Laura Bayston    Safe 
• Laura Coover    As Easy As Closing Your Eyes 
• Leidi Gutiérrez    Isla Soledad 
• Mia Threapleton   Barton Turf 

 
 
Best Young Performer 
 

• Ayhan Nikour    Hazef Poems 
• Beatrix Hart    Big George 
• Oliver Krantz-Mikaelsen  Nøkkelbarn 
• Serene Masoud   Moon Mountain 
• Stella Dickens Cederkvist  The Last Cupcake 
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Best Early Career Filmmaker 
 

• Alice Harding   Barton Turf 
• Annie Hammond  Goodbye, Goodbye, Goodbye 
• Amirali M. Jahanian  Hazef Poems 
• Elizabeth Peace  The Golden Boy 
• Sizhuo Li   The Last Butterfly 

 
Best Cinematography 
 

• Crash 
• Forsaken 
• I Promise You Paradise 
• Seven Sisters 
• The Last Butterfly 

 
Best Editing 
 

• Catacombs 
• George 
• Seven Sisters 
• The Golden Boy 
• Travel Socks 

 
Best Music/Soundtrack 
 

• As Easy As Closing Your Eyes 
• Cakes! 
• Hunky Dory 
• Return To Skye 

• The Future Soon 
 

Best Sound 
 

• Black Dragon 
• Blood Snow 
• Crash 
• Pay Back 
• Torii 

 
Best Production Design 
 

• Black Dragon 
• Nøkkelbarn 
• Seven Sisters 
• Sister Wives 
• The Sea 

 
Best Screenplay 
 

• As Easy As Closing Your Eyes 
• Don't Pick Up 
• Monitor 
• Safe 
• Travel Socks 
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Best Animation  
 

• Delivery For Mr. Frogula 
• Howl If You Love Me 
• Pump 
• Soft Toys 
• Unstoppable Beat 

 
Best Comedy 
 

• Big George 
• Help…Is On The Way? 
• How To Break Up 
• Lady Brently's End 
• Simon 

 
Best Experimental Film/Microshort 
 

• Cakes! 
• Crash 
• Forgotten In Time 
• Seeking Thomas 
• This Prison I Built You 

 
Best Horror/Thriller 
 

• Boys Like You 
• Bully 
• Catacombs 
• Pay Back 
• Sunday Roast 

 
Best Science Fiction/Fantasy 
 

• As Easy As Closing Your Eyes 
• Black Dragon 
• Cosmic Travelers 
• Monitor 
• The Future Soon 

 
Best Local Film 
 

• Black Hole Barry 
• Curlew River 
• Horse 
• Overpowered 
• Wine Club 
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 The festival registration desk is on the Auditorium entrance. It will be open at 10:00am each day. Please make sure you collect your wrist band before 

you enter the screening venue.  If anyone has mobility considerations, please let us know in advance so we can advise/help. Please note the 

Auditorium can be tricky to find. Please follow the signage on the day and we strongly recommend you look at our online video tour in advance: 

https://youtu.be/DSKYsVeGCRc     

Please note: No food or drink can be taken into the screening venues 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

MAP OF ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
 

Please enter the venue via the FRONT LODGE on St Giles Street (post code:  OX1 3JP)  

For additional information please visit the following page: https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/discover/visit-us  
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 Museums 

• Natural History Museum and Pitt Rivers Museum – Explore these famous museums and their collection of historical artefacts  

https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/  and  https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/ 

• Ashmolean Museum – Visit the Ashmolean to relish at it’s collection of historical pieces spanning hundreds of years and from all over the 

world https://www.ashmolean.org/  

 

Sights of Interest 

• Bodleian Library – Visit the World-famous Bodleian library which houses over 12 million items and is the 2nd largest library in Britain. 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/  

• Bridge of sighs – The Bridge of Sighs is one of Oxford’s most recognisable landmarks 

• Oxford Castle and Prison – Explore 1000 years of Oxford within these old buildings https://www.oxfordcastleandprison.co.uk/ 

• University of Oxford – The main reason to visit Oxford, take in as many colleges as you like as you visit the city 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/visiting-the-colleges?wssl=1  

• Oxford University Parks – Take some  time and explore the University parks for free and revel in the peace and quiet they hold 

https://www.parks.ox.ac.uk/article/1   

 

Shopping  

• Westgate shopping centre – If shopping is your thing, check out the latest shopping centre in the heart of Oxford boasting over 100 shops, 

restaurants and cinema https://westgateoxford.co.uk/  

• The Oxford Covered Market – The Market has been open since 1774 and is the perfect place to explore the various stores http://oxford-

coveredmarket.co.uk/  

 

Fun Activities  

• Oxford Ghost Tour – Take a tour around the spooky parts of Oxford in the city’s own historical ghost tour 

https://www.oxfordghosttours.com/  

• Thirsty Meeples – If board games are your thing, you should check out Thirsty Meeples, the board game café in the heart of the city centre, 

be sure to book though! https://thirstymeeples.co.uk/  

• Oxford Ice Rink – If you fancy a spin in the ice, take a trip to the Ice Rink and glide round the rink https://www.fusion-

lifestyle.com/centres/oxford-ice-rink/  

• Punting – Take a trip on the world famous Oxford Punts and take a trip up the River Thames http://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO DO IN OXFORD 
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